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Voice Control
With the latest version of DIRECTV’s iPhone app,  
you can control your receivers with your voice! Voice control is all the rage right now 
and DIRECTV has jumped in with a complete implementation! All it takes is the 
free DIRECTV app (available from the App Store) and your networked receivers!

Voice control is similar to Apple’s Siri product and can be used on any iPhone or iPod  
Touch. The app is available through the App Store.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED
In order to get started, you’ll need 
a DIRECTV.com login. If you 
don’t have one, go to DIRECTV.
com and create one. It’s easy.

You’ll also need all your receivers 
to be connected to the internet. 
This may be a big jump for 
older installations that haven’t 
upgraded to the Single Wire 
Multiswitch technology yet, 
but Solid Signal can work with 
you to get all the equipment 
you’ll need, get it installed for 
you, and get you on your way. 
Because all the receivers must 
be internet-capable, that means 
they must be current-generation 
HD equipment. Most bars and 
restaurants have already taken 
this jump. Want to do it yourself? 
Read our guide!

http://www.solidsignal.com
http://forums.solidsignal.com/docs/Coax%2520Networking%2520White%2520Paper.pdf
http://forums.solidsignal.com/docs/Coax%2520Networking%2520White%2520Paper.pdf


3                         ©2013, SolidSignal.com	 Reproduction is permitted provided copyright information is intact.

GETTING STARTED

After you’ve downloaded 
the latest DIRECTV app 
and logged in with your 
DIRECTV.com username 
and password, tap the 
“More” button at the 
bottom right to go into 
receiver selection. Tap 
on “Receivers” and select 
the receiver you want 
to control. You can only 
control one at a time, and 
that receiver must be on 
the same network as your 
phone. 

When you’re done, tap on 
“Voice” at the bottom to 
start.

Big Screen vs. 
Little Screen

The app can work one of two 
ways. It can show you all your 
information and results on the 
phone, or it can show it to you 
on the TV. When you first tap 
“Voice” you’ll see a screen like 
the one at left. 

If you would rather use your 
TV screen, tap “On TV” and the 
iPhone screen will change to the 
image at right, while the TV gives 
you an informational screen.

We’ll show you the results of 
similar searches on both the 
iPhone and the TV.

http://www.solidsignal.com
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When you tap the blue 
microphone button, you’ll see 
this screen, which animates 
to show that the phone is 
listening. Tap again when 
you are done speaking. 

Asking the app to find movies with Tom Cruise in iPhone 
mode gives the screen above. Tapping on the bubble brings 
up a flickable list where it’s easy to tap on the program you 
want and set it to record. 

LISTENING... 

The same search in TV 
mode gives a screen like 
the one above. Use the 
iPhone to flick back and 
forth, then tap to select 
the highlighted item. 

The app will show you 
all results, even ones 
in foreign languages, 
and gives you a choice 
of showtimes. Tap to 
select and a recording 
will be set.

http://www.solidsignal.com
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OTHER TRICKS...

While you wouldn’t want to use voice control in place 
of a remote, it’s a nice parlor trick to tune a receiver 
using your voice. Say “Tune to channel 7” or “tune to 
ABC” and the receiver will change channels for you. 
The natural language recognition is quite good, too. 
Saying “find me some comedies” resulted in over 200 
being found.

http://www.solidsignal.com
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OTHER TRICKS...
If you see a program but don’t 
want to record it quite yet, say 
“Bookmark.” The program will be 
saved in a bookmark list. When you 
want to see them again, say “Show 
my bookmarks.” It’s only available 
for display on the TV. This feature 
looks like it will probably get more 
function in the future, but for now 
it’s of limited usefulness. Some 
people might like it though and it 
is decently implemented.

In conclusion...
Voice control worked surprisingly well. It’s not necessary to speak super-clearly or use specific 
words. It’s like using Siri... you just make a request and the phone takes it from there. There’s 
decent online help, just tap the “i” button at the upper right. If you get totally lost or confused, 
say “Back” or use the {EXIT}, {MENU}, {GUIDE} or {LIST} buttons on the remote to get out of 
voice search.  

Voice control is an addon to the already excellent iPhone app that has been around for almost 
five years, and while it adds to the experience, you can still use the iPhone app the same way as 
you always have, and that includes streaming live TV and on demand content, searching and 
setting recordings. DIRECTV was smart to put voice into the regular app, rather than making 
it a separate one. It makes it easier to think of the DIRECTV app as an entertainment hub, 
your one-stop shop for DIRECTV access.

Want to see it 
work? Check out 

our exclusive video  
showing the 

iPhone app with 
Voice Control 

in action!

http://www.solidsignal.com
http://youtu.be/92RBvcr0jLw
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SolidSignal.com is your source 
for DIRECTV equipment, supplies, 
and support. We have over 10 
years’ experience in installing and 
supporting satellite equipment. Our 
technical staff is ready to answer 
all your questions! 

visit SOLIDSIGNAL.COM 
for the best selection of 
equipment and supplies 

for the high-end installer 
or  do-it-yourselfer!

FORUMS.SOLIDSIGNAL.COM
is your source for  
24-hour support!

BLOG.SOLIDSIGNAL.COM is 
your information destination 

for news, reviews, and tips!

http://www.solidsignal.com
http://blog.solidsignal.com
http://forums.solidsignal.com
http://www.solidsignal.com
http://www.solidsignal.com

